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To quote the Queen, “it has turned out to be an annus horribilis”.  I truly hope that Covid-19 and the 

measures taken to combat it have been no more serious than terribly inconvenient for most, if not 

all, of you. And I deeply rue not being able to do my bit to help members get the most out of their 

membership. The committee kindly offered to re-nominate me and the section captains for 2021 

captaincy. But, my business has not come through the year unscathed and will need much more of 

my attention for some time, so I’ve had to gratefully decline. 

There are many to whom I’d like to extend my gratitude so, in the words of a popular television 

contest, “in no particular order”… 

To Mark Coby and his team, despite all that the weather throws at you, both courses continue to 

improve year on year and are a pleasure to play on. 

The clubhouse is always a good place to be. Contributing to this in no small measure is the friendly 

and helpful nature of all of the ‘front of house’ staff. You’ve had to cope with tough conditions that 

the restrictions have brought about and managed to be firm ‘enforcers’ while maintaining a relaxed 

atmosphere, no mean feat. Ellie Andrews, arranging any event with you is always an absolute 

pleasure, thank you. 

For most of the year, Richard Davies has represented club management in all interactions with the 

committee. Thank you Richard for the pragmatism you bring to any situation. 

I’ve enjoyed huge support from the committee this year and would like to sincerely thank all of you. 

While touching on the committee, our handicap secretary, Robert Steven, had the mammoth task 

this year of ensuring our smooth transition to the new WHS system. I can’t think of anyone else who 

would have done the job as well. 

Caroline Emeny, Richard Fernley and Rob Sherington all did a great job of fitting in as many 

competitions as possible in a condensed and ever changing calendar. Thank you for getting us out 

there playing competitive golf. 

Thank you also to Lois and Jon Hunt, without whose continued attention and investment the club 

just could not be the great facility that it is. 

Finally, to all the members, the support and goodwill that I’ve experienced through this year have 

given me a glimpse of just how special my captaincy would have been if times were normal. Thank 

you all very much. 

Next year Rob Sherington will be our captain. I’ve known one or two to get a bit annoyed when 

Rob’s exuberance has intruded on their backswing but I find his energy and enthusiasm to be a tonic. 

And right now, I believe that a tonic is something that we could all do with in large doses! So I’m 

really looking forward to Rob’s captaincy and it’s my fervent hope that next year will bring 

something approaching normality. 

Good luck Rob! 


